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ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the undermentioned
Bills :—

1, Agricultural Bank Act Amendment.

2, Companies A¢t Amendment,

3. Cremation.

4, Licensing Act Amendment.

7. Redistribution of Seafs Act Amend-
ment.

6, Reserves (No. 2}.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY, NORTH
COTTESLOE,

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Have complaints as to faulty
pressure been received from North Cottes-
loe? 2, If so, ean they be remedied? 3,
What action, if any, is being taken? 4, Is
the booster pump in Clavemont giving good
service?
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The MTXISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1. Complaints were received from Erie-street
on 17th and 19ih November, and from Dit-
cham-street on 27th November. 2; Necessary
improvements were completed on 5th De-
cember. 3, Answered by No. 2. 4, Yes,

QUESTION—MINING, DIAMOND
DRILL.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is it a fact that the diamond drilt
now boring at Boogardie had previously
hored in Sandstone and Yalgoo, which cen-
tres are within the Mt, Magnet district?
2, If s0, can he explain how the diamond
drill left the Mt Magnet distriet for the
purpose of boring in Cue, being evidently
retirned to bore at Boogardie? 3, Upon
what dates were the reserves made for Dor-
ing at Sandstone. Yalgoo, and Boogardie
vespectively ¥

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes. 2, A request was made by a lessee
to do diamond drilling at Cue and he under-
took to pay half the expenditure and put
up the necessary money for the purpose.
He stressed the urgeney of the matter, and
in consequence the drill was diverted to Cue
for that purpose. 3, Sandstone 31/8/26,
Yalgoo 25/5/26, Boogardie 26/1/26, can-
celled 26/4/28; present reserve made 25/
10/29.

QUESTION--PUBLIC SERVICE.
Redlassification, Magistracy.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Premier: 1,
What reclassifieations have been granted to
officers of the Public Service since the 1st
July, 1928, and wbat are the names aod
positions, and increases in salary granted
in each case? 2, Is it a faet that a number
of applieations for reclassification have been
refused, particularly to officers only just
above the range of automatic increments?
3, If =0, what is the reason for refusing
applieations from officers on lower grades,
while bigher grades have in several instanees
been granted increases? 4, Will he have all
rejected applications for reclassification re-
viewed? 5, To what extent will officers of
the Public Service who have passed in full
or in part the prescribed examination fon
magistrates be affected if the Public Service
At Amendment Bill is passed?

Increments,
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The PREMIER replied: As the question
involves something in the nature of a re-
turn, I ask that it be postponed.

BILL—GERALDTON SAILORS AND
SOLDIERS’ MEMORIAL INSTITUTE.

Read a third time, and returned to the
Council with amendments.

BILL—ABORIGINES ACT
-AMENDMENT.

Necoud Reading—Negyatived,
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [4.37]:
I am unable to favour this Bill, and for
various reasons. One is that the measure
is applicable praectically to the South-West
only. To judge from figures quoted by the
Minister for Police when moving the second
reading, T should say that the southern por-
tion of the State has relatively a great many
half-castes. Probably some amendment of
the prineipal Act is desirable for dealing
with the half-caste question. There has
been very little time to consider the Bill,
which requires a good deal of thought. I
had given a fair amount of consideration
to the Bill prior to the introduction of vari-
ous amendments to it. In my opinion, our
aborigines are being dealt with in a manner
that is entirely wrong. Some clanses of the
Bill may be necessary, and others perhaps
mizht prove helpful to the Chief Protector
and to the aborigines themselves. Certain
wrovisions, however, whiech are far-reaching,
would operate detrimentally in the far
North. While offering protection to the
aborigines, the Bill in many respects will
operate disadvantageously to the white peo-
ple of the Narth. The Government should
first of all consider whether they will be do-
ing the right thing by the State in inflict-
ing the bardships that are contemplated,
and whether they cannot protect the abori-
gines hy means of the existing Act without
the unnecessary amendments that are pro-
posed. 1 have said here previously that T
considered the Jovernment were affording
protection to the aborigines. At the same
time T instanced how the Government,
throuch their activities on behalf of the
natives, were depleting the population of
the North. ard of the Kimberleys in parti-
enlar. The amendmeuts now suggested will
make the position even worse. Tt seems
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worth while repeating that in the past th
Aborigines Department have seen reason i«
object to certain persons employing natives
and have cancelled the permits of those per
vons. In doing that, however, the depart
ment prevent white people from earning :
livelihood in the far Norib. I have admit.
ted that there must be a measure of pro
teetion for the aborigines, bunt it is alsc
netessary to protect existing industries
Until such time as the Government have
given the matter the fullest thought anc

‘propose to deal with the question exhaust.

ively, I for one am not prepared to aceord
the Aborigines Department any additiona
power. Through my travels in and asso
ciation with the Kimberleys, I am in a post
tion to state that in that country there ar¢
just as many people prepared to help the
natives, supply them with cattle for food
and look after them in a decent and respect
able way as there are in any other part of
Western Australia. I have known many pas
toralists to kill a couple of bullocks a weel
for blacks who were no use to them, anc
who did no work whatever. Those pastoral
ists gained mo eredit by supplyving the
natives with meat.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: They will haws
recognition in Heaven.

Mr. COVERLEY: That iz a risk, and
one I should not like to take. The Bil
is esseniially a Committee measure. Soms
of its clauses, if passed, would not prove
detrimental; but there are others which 1
hope will never reach the statute-book. 1
take specially strong exception to two m
three provisions, with which I shall deal
fully in Committee.

Mr. Thomson: I hope the Bill will nol
get there.

Mr, COVERLEY: I trust the Govern-
ment will give more serious consideration to
the operation of the principal Aet and fo
the inevitable effect of some of the amend-
ments now proposed. I also trust that hon.
members will give this measure the consid-
eration it merits.

MR. TEESDALE (Roebournej {4.44]:
I do not eniirely agree with the Leader of
the Opposition in his eondemnation of the
Bill. Some of its provisions, I consider,
will prove highly advantageous to the na-
tives, and the Chief Protector of Aborigines
should be granted the necessary authority to
administer those provisions. I have known
the Chief Protector for many years, and
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perhaps bave come in contact with him more
frequently than any other member. I may
say that I had a unique experience with the
Dr. Cook expedition, which I am bound to
own Mr. Neville carried out most satisfae-
torily.

Mr. Thomson: Nobody has cast any re-
flection upon the Chief Profector.

Mr, TEESDALE: Charges have been
made against that official in another place.

Mr. Panton: Take no notice of what is
said there.

Mr. TEESDALE: I will take notice of
what is said in another place just as I do
of what is said here.

Mr. Panton: Then you will be wasting
vour time,

Mr. TEESDALE: If an unfair attack is
made on any official, I shall always be pre-
pared to raise my voice in protest. The
experience in connection with the Dr. Cook
party was unique inasmueh as we were look-
ing for sickness amongst the natives. It
may be news to some coastal members that
the party visited 152 cattle stations, eamps,
missions, and police stations, and handled
and examined 2,432 natives. It was a great
and pleasant surprise to me to find how
healthy those natives were. When I started
on that trip I was a Nationalist member out
to see what I could fault. I wanted to have
a good cruise through the entire North and
see bhow the Aborigines Aet was being
administered. 1 returned satisfied, ex-
cept in respect of one or two things, abount
which we had some heated arguments. Still,
I wish to give eredit where it is due. I feel
we would have great difficulty in finding any-
body capable of taking up the position te-
day; it would be very difficult to gel a man
more conversant with the aborigines ques-
tion than is Mr. Neville. If I were in au-
thority I would suggest a line of demarca-
tion between the North and the South.
There are so many things that have to be
done for the southern natives, things that
are totally unsuitable for the northern na-
tives. Possibly that accounts for one or two
people getting a set on the official who has
to administer the Act as it stands. The
native of the North is a totally different
persen from the emaciated native we find
down sonth. Up there we have some very
fire natives, well fed and well looked after.
I was pleased to hear the member for Kim-
berley say that, taking them right through,
the empiosvers, the settlers up North whoe
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have been given permits to employ nafives,
are very satisfactory. There have heen
cases—some of them are known te several
members here—that required looking into,
and it is qnite possible the Chief Protector
has entertained a rather exaggerated idea of
the position. It may be that at times he is
troubled by an excess of zeal. That is not
often fourd in the average Government
official. The Chief Protector, it may be,
kas carried out his duties so zealously as to
run foul of people, who have made it rather
uneomfortable for him. He has hundreds
of squatters, and in addition mem
bers of Parliament and the public to
placate. The worst that can be said of him
is that he has carried out the Act. To my
mind he has done very well indeed. There
are several elanses which, in Committee, I
may endeavour to amend. Some of them I
am utterly opposed to, but others I regard
as being rather useful. I am not going to
be a party to serapping the whole Bill, for
it contains certain provisions that ought to
be carried out. I think it is permissible for
me to mention that that expedition

The Premier: The suceess of which was
mainly due fto the excellence of the driver.

Mr. TEESDALE: It was run very ex-
peditionsly and with great eare, attention
and economy. So mmuch so that the Premier
built a lazarette in my electorate and dumped
the whole damned lot on top of me; every
native afflicted with a certain disease was
sent to that lazarette in my electorate. In
consequence, I had to go up and endeavour
to placate my electors. I definitely lost two
votes over that, and very many of the local
people were greatly afraid of what might
happen as a result of the building of that
lazaretle. I certainly appreciate some of
the clauses in the Bill, but others I will op-
pose when in Committee,

MR. LAMOND (Pilbara} [4.50]: I have
studied the Bill and T have read the debate
on it in another place. T am satisfied that
the Bill is not as bad as it has heen painted.
Still, there are in it cerfain features T could
not support. T am «lad to see it proposes to
hring to book the unsernpulous employer
and insist upon his doing a fair thing by the
natives. Tn my distriet there are very few
complaints in that regard. During the Tast
10 years the condition of the natires has im-
proved out of all knowledge. It seems to me
the Bill is intended to apply to the districts
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of the South rather than to those of the
North. Particularly is that so when we come
to the half-caste problem, which was dealt
with so fully by the Honorary Minister in
another place. In the Pilbara district we
have fewer than a dozen half-castes; so it
cannot be said the half-caste problem up
there is very serious. That is indicated, too,
by the fact that within the last two or three
years the Chief Protector has introduced
half-caste women into my eleetorate for the
purpose of supplying some of the local peo-
ple with domestic servants. The Bill is
essentially a Committee measure. Many of
the clauses I will not support, hut there are
others that would be of considerable use to
the department, and give some relief to the
natives. I will support the second reading,

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[+53]: A good deal more consideration
should be given to this measure before we
tackle it in Committee. The Bill proposes
to place under the econtrol of the Abor-
igines Department all half-castes. I am
inclined to think those half-castes are
being brought under the Bill, not on evi-
dence obtained from those localities where,
the Honorary Minister declares, half-eaates
are found in great numbers, but on evi-
dence from areas where but a few half-eastes
are located. In Guildford T have met half-
castes and found pleasure in diseussing with
them matters of interest to the State. Half-
eastes have made representations to me and
I have eonveved these representations to the
Premier, who has heen kind enough to ex-
tend eonsideration to those half-castes and
proteet them against the Aborigines Depart-
ment.  The half-castes working around
Guildford are giving good service, obtaining
the ruling rate of wage, and are particularly
capable in the ealling they are following. I
object to giving anybody the right to inter-
fore with that class of man without
affording him an opportunity fo tell me,
for one, what he thinks of a proposal of this
kind, We have no right to assume that the
Chief Protector will always he just to the
half-caste. For one thing, it is proposed in
the Bill to give the Chicf Protector power
that I would hesitate to give to a Minister
of the Crown. I will not agree to giving
any such power to the Chief Protector, even
though it is propesed that it should apply
only to half-castes. [ have just as much
regard for a decent half-caste as T have for
a decent white man. T will never he o party
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to persecuting anybody. Why should PPax-
liament give any adminisirator power to
persecute in any way anybody who has in-
telligenee and who tries {o improve himself,
and who will go to school and study and seek
to get into contact with decent people in
order that he might assimilate decent ideas,
It is all very fine to talk of those remnote
parls of the State where the unfortunate
aborigines and half-castes have no oppor-
tunity to improve their minds and generaliy
to fit themselves to hecome citizens of the
State. Members of the Honse have visited
New Norein. Did thev not derive satisfae-
tion from meefing those half-castes? Was it
not gratifying to them to think that the
British Constitution and the Western Aus-
tralian Government had made it possible for
those half-castes to fe¢qmire an education en-
abling them to converse intelligenily on ques-
tions of importance to the State? ¥or my
part 1 am proud to think we have organisa-
tions doing so much to fit half-castes and
aborigines to become useful eitizens.
We must recognise that there are edueated
and infelligent half-castes. That heing so,
why mmsh this Bill throngh without giving us
an opportunity to diseuss it with those half-
enstes? T conld take this Bill to those half-
eastes T have met in Guildford and discuss
it with thew, and get from them just as

.much intelligent information on the subjeet

ng, possibly, I would get from the Chief
Protector. Why should T not have an op-
portunity to tell those half-castes that legis-
lation is proposed whiclh will interfere with
the liberties they have enjoyed in the past?
I trmst the House will not pass the second
reading, but, that we shall be given
the opportunity tio think out this
question and make further inquiries. We
should be given an opportunity to do the
same justice to half-castes as we do to white
men, and lo see to it that we do not by legis-
lation interfere with theiv liberties withont
riving them an opportunity to show us ex-
aetly how the legislation will affeet them
from a human peint of view. TF the Bill
should get into Committee, T will be pretty
drastic in my proposals. But 1 trust it will
not get ihat far. I am surprised at another
place baving passed it. There the Honorary
Minister, in moving the second reading,
gave g great deal of information, which was
added to by the Minister in this House. T
have read the second reading debate in
another place, but it seemed to me there was
in that debate a lot of selfich eriticism. Some
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of the members there were greatly concerned
over the question of the half-castes having
the right to wake a claim under the Work-
ers’ Compensation Act. Much serious con-
sideration was given to the ewmployers’ in-
terests, but only secant consideration to the
interests of the half-castes employed, There
are half-castes giving faithful and loyal ser-
vice to their employers, men who give a
pound's worth of work for every pound they
receive.  If it is proposed to give speeial
consideration to men of that type, I might
agree to the passing of legislation of this
kind for vthers who ave less deserving, but
this Bill does not discriminate between the
two, and while that js so, I cannot agree to it,

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. Millington—Leederville—in re-
ply) [61]: T am partieularly anxious that
the second reading of the Bill should be
passed. A pood many members who have
criticised the measure, I am afraid, have not
compared it with {he original Aet.

Hon. W, D, Johnson: T have.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULYURE:
Onc exception taken is to the provision cast-
ing the onus of proving innocence on the
accused person. That is eontained in the
original Act.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
not make any difference.

Mr. Sleeman: Two wrongs do not make
a right.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
But it is the law at present, and no new
principle hay been introduced.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Yes; you are ex-
tending it to the half-caste,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Rut the principle is in foree. If it is objee-
tionalle in the Bill, it is objectionable in
the original Aet.

ITou. W. D. Jolhnson: Not so, because you
wish to extend it to the half-caste.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1 shall be pleased to reply to the critiecism
il members will only listen.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: I am merely putting
vou right.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Undeniably the time has arrived when the
definition of half-easte is out-of-date and
must be revised. The definition in the Act
reads—

‘‘Half-caste’’ means any person being the

offspring of an aboriginal mother and other
than an aboriginal father: Provided that the

That does
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term ‘‘half-caste’? wherever it occurs in this
Act, elsewhere than in geetion three, shall, un-
less the context otherwise requires, be con-
strued to exclude every half-caste who, under
the provisions of the said section, is deemed to
be an aboriginat, but shall not apply to quad-
rooNE.

When that definition was agreed upon, it
applied only to the half-castes of the period.
The half-caste had to be the offspring of a
white and an sboriginal. Since then, de-
scendants have been horn, several genera-
tions of them, and the definilion does not
now hold good.

Mr. Sleeman: You will take them all in
uncler the new definition.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The new definition will not make a half-
cusle un aboriginal. The definition in the
Bill reads—

f¢*Half-caste’’ means any person being the
offspring of an aboriginal parent on eitber side,

and includes the lineal half-blood descendanta
of sueh person,

Years ago such a definition was not neeces-
sary, but it is necessary to-day. If members
take the view that the whole object of the
mesasure is to devise new machinery for per-
secuting aborigines and half-castes, they will
serap the Bill, but that is not the object.
The aim is to protect them, and T do not
know of any section that require moere pro-
tection than the section this Bill seeks to
proteci. I do not think it will be suggested
that, becnvse the easiest way out is to
shelve this question, we should adopt that
course. Some responsibility still devolves
upon us. It would he easier for me and
probahly for the department if the question
were shelved, but T remind members, parti-
enlarly those vepresenting the South-West,
that reguests have been received from that
part of the State for the very provisions
rontuined in the Bill. The penple who live
in those distriets and appreciate the difficul-
ties of the problem

Mr. Sleeman: Are you referring to Clause
187

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I should like the hon. member lo listen to
somebody other than himself for a few
minutes.

Mr. Teesdale: He eannot do that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Some of the provisions have been included
in the Bill a5 a result of the experience of
people faced with the prolMem. This prob-
lem of the half-castes largely affects the
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South-West and not so much the North-
West.

Hon. G. Taylor: Then confine the Bill to
the South-West.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not think it advisable to pass sectionsl
legislation to deal with aborigines and half-
castes. Those responsible would exercise
sufficient discretion to ensure that the law
was properly administered. Wheve there was
need for it to he applied, it would be ap-
plied. '

Hon. G. Taylor: That is the danger.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I see no danger at all in that respect. It
mus: he remembered that there is a young
and growing half-easte population in the
South-West, -and because of the definitinn
of “half-caste” contained in the Aci, the
department are not able to control those
people. T had a long conversaiton with the
Chief Protector. I said, “Can you assure
me that you have been unable to administer
the Act as is necessary because you have not
sufficient power to control half-castes?” His
reply was, “It is so. Whereas we can con-
trol the offspring of white and black par-
ents, the half-castes themselves have appar-
ently disecovered that the Aect does not give
the department power to control them, un-
less they come within the scope of the exist-
ing definition.” T have already given par-
ticulars of the number of half-eastes in the
Sonth-West. Whether we like it or net.
the numbers are there and the problem is
there. If members suggest, that notwith-
standing the extent to which the number has
increased in the last ten years, we should
simply refuse to accept the obligation, then
they will shelve the question still farther.
Of all people, the half-castes are entitled
to protection. When we take power to deal
with them, we take power on lines similar
to that contained in the Child Welfare Aect.
That Act confers drastic powers upon the
court and the department to he exercised
only where necessary. So it would be
in connection with half-castes. There are
many half-castes in the State whe would
not come within the provisions of the meas-
ure as regards interferenee or protection.
They are well able to look after themselves,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Who is going to
decide that?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They have the right to claim exzemption.
That right is specifically provided in the
Aet and i= preserved in the Bill.
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Mr. Coverley: How many get it when
they apply? None of them.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They would have no difficnlty in getting
exemption, and they would not be interfered
with unless interference was absolutely ne-
vessary. A large section of the half-caste
population is gefting out of hand. There
is a large number of children and, I am
informed, a big percentage of female half-
castes. Where power can be exercised, it
is exercised and the girls are looked after.

Hon. G. Taylor: They would be the off-
spring of half-castes?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, half-castes who come within the old
definition, but others who do not come with-
in the definition have discovered that the
department have no power to exercise con-
trol over them and have defied the depart-
ment. That is o state of affairs which
should not be ignored. We should not adopt
the attitude that this question is one that
can be dealt with next year, or one on which
a Commission should be appointed to de-
termine whether it is of sufficient import-
and to warrant our dealing with it. If
the Bill becomes law, it will be administered
as similar legislation always is. I do not
think that any great exception is taken to
the administration of the Child Welfare
Act. There are other statutes that give wide
powevrs, but have to be administered with
diseretion, and this measure would be simi-
larly administered. I do not think the de-
partment look for work or trouble, but it
is desirable that power should be given to
enable the Aet to be properly administerad.
This is essentially a Committee Bill. TFx-
veption has been taken to certain rclauses,
but T am not permitted to discuss them
specifically,

Mr. Angelo:
them ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE::
{ assure members that in every instance I
shall be able to give adequate reasons for
their appearance in the Bill, and I think
we shall be able to devise ways and means
to overcome objections. I realise that eer-
tain prineiples appearing in the Bill will
require careful consideration. The member
for Guildford mentioned that it was pro-
posed to give the Chief Protector power
that would not be given to a Minister.

Hon. W, D). Johnson: I said power that
T would not give to a Minister.

Are you going to press
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It may appear from the reading of the clanse
that the Chief Protector would be the deter-
mining factor. as regards a legal marriage.
The actual position is that the aboriginal or
half-caste must be protected. Tt may be
that a minister would propose to celebrate
a marriage which from the point of view of
the aboriginal would he undesiralle and in-
advisable. Sueh instances have oceurred.
Aboriginal women have heen married to
Asiatics. An Asiatie husband, after con-
tracting a legal marriage with an aboriginal
woman, may leave the State, and the off-
spring would be thrown on the mercy of the
department.

Mr, Thomson: There is power o deal

with that, A man cannot leave without his
wile’s consent,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
Marriages have been celebrated that were
objected to on tribal grounds. Proposals of
such marriages should he brought under the
notice of the department with a view to
their avoidance. The whole object is fo
protect the aboriginal and not io dictate.
The power songht is very necessary, If the
House considers it is a matter that should
not be included in the Bill hut should re-
ceive further consideration, I do not know
that T should regard it as vital, hut there
are pood veasons for its inelusion. It is
n question well worthy of consideration by
those who have a knowledge of the subject.
Similarly with the other clauses. Some of
the provisions of the Bill are verv dehatable,
particularly the one dealing with cohabita-
tion.

Mr. Marshall: Particularly eoming from
a Labour Giovernment,

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I think anyv diffienlty on that score conld
be overcome.

Mr. Marshall: It eould not.

Mr. Angelo: It could by wiping ouf the
clanse.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not know that the clause is vital. There
is one clause of which I think members on
this side at any rate would approve, namely
the clause to enable the State to secure re-
imbursement for any expense incurred for
hospital or medical attention for an aborigi-
nal or half-caste injured while at work.

Mr. Teesdale: It is quite right that the
employer should pay.

‘the Act.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is neeessary to have such a provision in
Because we have not possessed
this power, the department have had to go
to a good deal of expense for medical and
hospital services, and in some cases have
not been able to claim the refurn of the
money. By this Bill it will be possible for
the department successfully to make a
claim, and I do not think there will be any
hardship upon the employer concerned. We
think it is objectionable that the Workers'
Compensation Aet should apply fully to
ahorigines, and members generally will prob-
ably agree with that principle.

Mr. Thomson: In some cases it is very
desivable if the individual is getting full
wages.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
If that were earried to its logical absurdity,
the hon. member would be the first to cb-
ject to the application of the Act {o abori-
ginals.

Mr, Thomson: What about the half-caste

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That part of the Bill will provide the
machinery for dealing with the problem.
These things are mainly arranged by nego-
tiation, even when action is taken under the
Workers’ Compensation Act. The depart-
ment will have the legal right {o claim ount-
of-pocket expenses in the course of looking
after injured natives. If only for that
reason the Bill shonld be passed. We should
have the opportunity to consider the pro-
posal on its merits.

Mr. Teesdale: It does not require much
consideration. If natives work for white
men, the latter should pay for them.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
As to the urgency of the matter. I would
point out that the Bill has heen before an-
other place for some time and fully de-
bated. Any member who is interested in
the matter has had ample opportunity to
consider it, and acquaint himself with the
provisions of the Bill

Mr. Thomson: We object fo it now we
have had the opportunity o read it.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRTCULTURE:
II' members displaved only a passing in-
terest in the matter, no doubt they would
not have taken the trouble 1o nequaint
themselves with the meaning of the various
clauses. No case has been made out to jus-
tify the shelving of the Bill. For some time
the department have been exervising their
minds hecause they have not had suificient
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power to administer the Act ag it should ba
administered. It is only fair that the second
reading should be agreed to, in view of the
enormous amount of work the Minister con-
trolling the department has put into it. I
have never seen any Minister take greater
frouble to acquaint himself with the position
than this particular Minister has in the case
under review. He has satisfied himself that
these provisions are essential, and I feel
that they do deserve the econsideration of
the House.

Mr. Marshall: Tf Clause 25 is worthy of
the ¢onsideration of the Minister, I am slip-
ping a little.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No one can say that the definition of “half-
caste” is sufficient for the year 1929.30, It
may have sufficed in the past, but Lo-day it
is obsolete. No one would say the depart-
ment should not have these powers. More-
over, if a native is injured in the course
of his employment, his inferests should be
protected, and the employer should be liable
for the expense incurred in so doing. Any
further provisions of the Bill can be ex-
plained in Committee. I feel sure that ways
and means can be found to overcome any
difficalty that presents itself to members. I
trust the second reading will be carried.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 12
Noes 21
Majority againsi 9
Avsn,
Mr. Angelo MF. Munsie
Mr, Chesson Mr. Rlichardson
Mr. Collier Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Troy
Mr. Lamend Mr. Willcock
Mr. Milllngton Mr. Wilson
{Teller.)
Noss.
Mr. Corboy ' Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Coyerley Mr, Rowe
Mr. Cowan Mr. Sampson
Mr. Davy Mr. Sleeman
‘Mr. Ferguson Mr. Taylor
Mr. Orifitbs Mr. Thomsoan
Mr. Johnsan Mr. A. Wansebrough
Mr. Kenpedy Mr. C. P. Wansbrough
Mr. Lambert Mr. Withers
Mr. Mann Mr. North
Mr. Marshall (Teller.)
PaIR:
ATES, Noes.
Mr. Panton Mr. Maley
Mre. Clydesdala Mr. J. H, Bmith

[77]
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Question thus negatived; Bill defeated.

Sitting suspended from 5.25 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT,

Council’s Amendments.

Bill returned from the Council with a
schedule of six amendments, which werz now
considered.

In Committes.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

No. 1.—Clause 3. Sirike out the word
“each” in line 3, and insert “the.”

The PREMIER: This is one of those
amendments which frequently come from an-
other place—an alteration of a word or two
without any alteration in the purport of the
clauge. Clanse 3 deels with the representa-
tion of the several divisions of the Publie
Serviee on the Appeal Board. At present
there is one representative of the whole ser-
vice. This clause provides that there shall
be a clerical representative for clerical ap-
peals, a professional representative for pro-
fessional appeals, and so on. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2—Clause 4. Delete Subelause 1.

The PREMIER: The subclause is really
contingent upon Clause 5, which provides
that appeals may be made only through the
Civil Service Association or the Teachers’
Union. This amendment is consequential

upon the real amendment in Clause 5. I
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed ;the Council’s
amendment nof agreed to.

No. 3.—Clause 4. Delete Subeclause 3.

The PREMIER: This also is consequen-
tial upon the Council's amendment in Clanse
5. 1 move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 4. Clanse 5—Delete.

The PREMIER: Clause 5 provides that
appeals may be made only through the Civil



2170

Service Association or the Teachers' Union.
It is the clanse which has been described by
some members, who have taken a very wide
view of it, as setting up preference to union-
ists. As a matter of fact, it does nothing
of the kind. Under the clanse an individual
officer may not have access to the Public
Service Appeal Board, hut must appeal
through the association or the union. The
matter was fully discussed when the Bill
was going through here. I move—
That the amendment be not agreed to.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In my
opinion the clause represents compulsory
unionism. The organisation might refuse to
take up a case, and thus leave the individual
officer stranded, without any redress what-
ever. It was on that ground that we on this
side appealed to the Premier not to press
the clause. We take no exeeption to the
fact of 95 per cent. of the public servants
being members of the association or umion,
but we do take exception to the association
or union having first to approve of an
appesl.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Members on this side
of the Chamber are apparently of the same
opinion as members of the Council. In my
opinion it is not right to force arny indi-
vidual officer from going before the board
without first having satisfied the assoeiation
or the union that his case is good enough to
go to the board. He himself should be the
judge of that. Under the clanse the appe!-
lant has to take two burdles—ihat of the
association or union, and then that of the
Appeal Board.

Mr. Sleeman: But the appellant will have
a lot of assistance in getting over the second
hurdle.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It is not likely that
the Appeal Board would turn a more fav-
ourable ear {0 a complaint of the association
than to a complaint by an individnal. Any
individual having an appeal to bring forward
should be heard by the beard.

Mr. KENNEALLY: What apparently is
being lost sight of is that an individual ap-
peal against classification might possibly af-
fect the entire service. An appeal has to be
dealt with from the aspect of its effect on
the service as a whole. The principle involved
in the decision on an individual appeal might
affect very many persons besides the indi-
vidual appellant. For one individual to
secure & decision that weuld he detrimental
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to the whole of the Public Service, would
mean that there would not be that justice
that is regarded as essential. When I
suggested, during the second reading debate,
that this clanse involved collective bargain-
ing, Opposition members asked me where it
came in. Through the efforts of some people,
there have been built up the two organisa-
tions referred to that can adequately deal
with appeals against classifieations, and the
object is that such appeals shall go through
the organisation that have been established
for that purpose.

Mr, ANGELO: I am in favour of the
Civil Service Association; if I were a eivil
servant, I would join it to-morrow. I would
recommend any civil servant to join the
organisation, but I would not ecompel him to
do so.

Mr. Kennpeally: You would allow one man
to scuttle the rest!

Mr, ANGELO: No, because I believe the
ecivil servants will learn to realise the benefits
of the association. I am afraid the clause
will have the effect of an act of coercion.
When civil servants realise that they eannot
go before the appeal board exeept through
the association, they will be foolish if they
do not join, but that amounts to compelling
them to do so. Parliament should not agree
to anything that would compel men to fol-
low that line of action. The Civil Service
Association itself should be abte to bring
public servants to realise the benefits de-
rived from membership of the organisation,
without Parliamment agreeing to a clause that
would practically compel them to join up.
I shall cppose the clause.

Mr. THOMSOX : I was amazed at the de-
fence of the elause advanced by the member
for East Perth. He said it was possible, as
the result of one man getting justice at the
hands of the Appeal Board, for the rest of
the Civil Service to be adversely affected.

The Minister for Mines: The decision in
that man’s appeal might work an injustice
to others.

Mr. THOMSON: Every ecivil servant
should have the individual right of appeal,
as he has to-day. If a member of the As-
sociation considered that he had not re-
ceived justice at the hands of the organisa-
tion, he should still have the right to place
his appeal personally before the board.
Many men are better able to represent their
own Luerests than any official of the asso-
ciation, Injustices have been done in the
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pazt. Verhaps the association might con-
sider tnat action in an individual's case
might upset the classification arrived at,
and the member for East Perth would de-
bar such an individual from putting for-
ward his own eclaim to secure justicee. We
have no right to take away the privileges
of the minority. Lf five per cent. of the
Civil Bervice—I presume they would com-
prise heads of departments for the rost
part—who are outside the ranks of the
Civil Service Association, desire to azet in-
dependently, we should not ¢compel them to
join the association. I hope the Legislative
Couneil will maintain their attitude regord-
ing this clause, and refuse to aceept it.

Mr, SAMPSON : T hope the Premier will
accept the suggestion of the Legislative
Council.

The Premier: You can sit down; T will
not!

The Minister for Mines:
only wasting time.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Minister
shonuld withdraw that remark. He is the
ore who wastes time.

Mr. SAMPSON: The clause will inflict
& hardship upon men who do not happen
to be members of the organisations men-
tioned. It is a tyrannical provision.

QQuestion put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 3. Delete Clause G:

The PREMIER: Clause 6 proviles thal
the decision 'of the appeal board shall be
in the form of minutes that will bz gpen
fo inspection, and may be spoken to. That
is the procedure followed in the Arhitra-
tion Cuurt, where it has bheen fouud mast
nseful. There is greater need for such a
provision in connection with the Arbitra-
tion Court, but with it embodied in the Bill
anomalies could be drawn attention to. How-
ever, I shall not insist upon it, and I move—-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Yes, you are

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 6. Delete Clause 7:

The PREMIER: The elause deals with
penalties. The existing Act provides severe
penalties to be imposed upon persous who
zo on strike, inclading the loss of privilezes
and heavy fines. The claumse seeks to reduce
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those penallies, aml those suguested ure
severe enougl. Everyone will agree that
public servants ought not to go on strike,
but evperiences during recent years have
shown that severe penalties in the indus-
trinl sphere have been utterly futile. They
have created diseord and illwill, and have
et proved deterrents, Even thoush people
strike when they should not strike, savagxa
penalties do not result in any good. Heawvy
penalties will not defer men from going on
strike if they feel they are labouring under
a senst ol grievaus injustice  That has
been proved all down the ages. Men have
taken every risk when they have considered
their rights have been denied them. A good
deal of the liberty we enjoy to-day is due
to the fact that in ages past, men have becn
prepared to take risks and face dangers in
the eause of their own freedom or in fights
against injustices. They will continue to do
that irrespective of what penalties we may
provide. I can understand that, following
upon a strike sneh as that whieh took place
in our own Public Service some years ago,
severe penalties could be advocated at the
time, but nowadays that incident is practie-
ally forgotten, and I think it will create
hetter feeling if the penalties are reduced. I
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Councii’s
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported and a committee con-
sisting of Mr. Mann, Mr. Withers and the
Premier drew up reasons for not agreeing to
Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 6 of the Council’s amend-
ments.

Reasons adopted and a message aceord-
ingly transmitted to the Couneil

BILL—CRIMINAL OODE AMEND-
MENT.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it insisted on its amend-
ment Nn. 3, disagreed to by the Assembly.

In Committee.

Ar. Panton in the Chair; Mr. Mann in
charge of the Bill.

Mr. MANN: T shall endeavour to follow
the only procedure that 1 think is open to
me with a view to getting a conference with
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another place, and I understand that that
procedure is to move—-—

That the Council’s amendment be no longer
disagreed to.

The CHAIRMAN: As I have already
rnled the Council’s amendment out of order,
I shall have to rule the hon. member’s motion
out of order.

The Speaker resumed the Chair,

The Chairman reported that he had ruled
out of order the motion by the member for
Perth that the Council’s amendment be no
longer dizagreed to.

Report adopted.

Request for Conference,
Mr, MANN: I move—

That a conference be requested with the
Council on amendment No, 3.

Point of Order.

Mr. Thomson: On a point of order, I
should like to draw your attention, Mr.
Speaker, to the fact that the Chairman of
Committees ruled the Council’s amendment
out of order.

Mr. Speaker: It is too late now to raise
that question.

Mr. Sleeman: Is it possible to have a
conference on something that has been ruled
out of order? Clearly, the Chairman of
Committees ruled the amendment out of
order, and now it is proposed to ask for
a conference on something that is not hefore
this House.

Mr. Speaker: There ean be no question
that another place considers it has made an
amendment and it has insisted on its amend-
ment, which has been disagreed to by the
Agsembly.

The Minister for Lands: No, ruled out.

Mr. Speaker: Another plaece holds tha:
it has made an amendment and there is a
possihility of the facts, when they are placed
‘before the managers of another place, in-
ducing the managers to withdraw their in-
sistence.

Mr. Panton: I should like your ruling,
Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. The
member for Perth moved that the amend-
ment made by tbe Council be no longer
disagreed to. As Chairman of Commitfees,
I ruled that out of order. The hon. member
then moved that the report be adopted; he
made no attempt to disegree with the ruling
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1 gave, Now I should like to know whether
the member for Perth is within his rights
—the report of the Committee having been
adopted—to ask for a conference on some-
thing that has been ruled out of order, some-
thing that no longer exists,

Mr. Speaker: There ean be no doubt that
the report of the Committee was adopted,
and correctly adopted. But that does not
affect the position of another place, whick
made an amendment.

Mr. Panton: But what about onr position?

Mr, Speaker: The position is that this
Honse desires to earry the Bill, and a con-
ference is sought to place the real faets
before managers from wanother place, so
that they may reconsider their position,

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. Kenneally: I hope the motion re-
questing a conference will not be carried.
The question is whether this House is going
to assert its rights in connection with its
functions or whether it will permit another
place to amend Bills sent up from this
House and to insist upon those amendments,
in the hope that ultimately we will ask for
a conference. On the question of the re-
lationship between the Houses, I hope mem-
bers here will not give away any of their
rights. The system of conferences should
not be encouraged and we should not have
government by conference.

The Minister for Lands: 1 submit that
the whole procedure is irregular. 1 have
no wish to embarrass the Honse, but I must
confess that we are now discussing some-
thing that is not before the House. You,
Mr. Speaker, probably misunderstood the
position. The Chairman of Committees was
in the Chair and the member for Perth
moved that the Council’s amendment be no
longer disagreed to. That was ruled out
of order. The Chairman reported that fact
and the report was adopted. Now we are
proceeding with the business all over again
and discussing something that is not bhefore
the House. You will see the position.

Mr. Mann: The message is before the
House.

The Minister for Lands: There iz no mes-
same before the House.

Hon., W. . Johnson: T1)d the Hounse ac-
cept the report of the Committee?

The Minister for Lands: Yes.
Mr. Speaker: I want the position

thorouehlv understood. This is a disagree-
ment hetween the two Honses, Tt is per-
fectlv within onr Standine Orders and the
richts of both Chambers that a conference
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shonll be asked for when a dead-lock is
reachet. [ am uniler the impression that an-
other place does not understand the position,
that it does not understand the nature of
the Chairman’s ruling and that it is in ae-
eordance with the law and with the
best precedents of the Brifish House of Com-
mons and of ouwr own Chamber. If that
were explained to the managers of another
place, they might withdraw their insist-
ence of their amendment. It is customary
in the procedure of this House to give an
opportunity for the two disagreeing Cham-
bers to come to an understanding. I hold,
therefore, that it is perfeetly legitimate for
the memher for Perth to request a con-
ferenee,

Me. Sleeman:
he carried,

The Premier: There iz no hope of its
being carried.

| hope the motion will not

Question put and negatived,

Sitting suspended from 819 to 835 pm.

BILL—GERALDTON BAILORS AND
SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL INSTITUTE.

Council’s Message.
Message from the Couneil received and

read aotifving that it had agreed to the
amendmenis made by the Assembly.

Sitting suspended from 5.39 to 9.30 p.m.

BILL—MINER'S PHTHISIS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendments.

Bill returned from the Council with a
schelule of fwo amendments now considered.

In Committee.

My, Panton in the Chair; the Minister for
Mines in charge of the Bill

No. 1.—Clause 3. Subelause 2. Delete
paragraphs (4¢) and 4d) and insert the fol-
lowing in lien:—

(4e.) A person whose name is registered,
and who is or heecomes entitled to receive
or has received compensation under Section
7 of the Workers’ Compensation Aef, 1912-
1924, and actually receives or has received
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such compensation shall net thereafter have
any right to compensation under this Act.

(4d.) If a person whose name is regis-
tered dies, and his death is or has been
eausedd by an aceident within the meaning
of Section 7 of the Workers’ Compensation
Aet, 1112.1924, by reason whereof his de-
pendants are entitled to receive compensa-
tion under that Aet, and actually receive or
have reecived such eompensation, such de-
pendaats shall not thereafter have any right
to compensation under this Act.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Two
amendments lo Subclause 2 of Ciause 3 are
dealt with as one. The question arose in
another place as to whether a person who
had received a lump sum by way of compen-
sation, would become entitled to payments
under the Miner’s Phthisis Act, because he
would not then be in receipt of eompensa-
tion ander Scection 7 of the Workers’ Com-
pensation Act. We submitted the matter to
the Crown Law Department with the result
that the two paragraphs were re-drafted in
the form set out in the Counecil’s amendment.
The position 15 absolutely clear now. I
move—

That the amendment be agreed teo.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. (lsuse 3—Add a new subclause to
stand as Subclause 3, as follows:—

(3) By the excision of the words “not less
than as preseribed” from Subsections (4a)
and (4b) of Seection 9 of the principal Act,
and by the insertion in lien thereof the words
“in accordance with a scale prescribed by
regulations made under this Act, but so that
such compensation shall not be less tham
that provided.”

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Council's amendment is an addition to the
Bill. The effect of it is that at present the
Government have compiled a schedule of
compensation payments under the Miner’s
Phthisis Aet. It has not been gazetted as a
regulation and laid upon the Table of the
House. The amendment will make that
course compulsory.

Hon., G Taylor: Then it will have to
run the gauntlet like every other regulation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. The
schednle will have to be pat in the form of a
regulation and tabled. To-day it is effective
as a matter of administration. The Coun-
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eil’s proposal will provide a safeguard and
I move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

:Ques:ion put and passed; The Counecil’s
amendment agreed to

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a nessage accordingly returned fo the
Couneil.

BILL—INSPECTION OF SCAFFOLD-
ING ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Message—DBill laid aside.

" Message from the Couneil received and
read, notifying that it insisted upon amend-
ments 2 and 4 disagreed to by the Assembly,
and had disagreed to the amendments made
by the Assembly on Amendment No. 1 made

by the Council.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
move—

That the Bill be laid aside.

Question put and passed: the Bill laid
aside.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it insisted upoun its
amendmwents Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 6, disagreed
10 by the Assembly.

In Committee.

‘Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

No. 2, Clause 4, Subeclause 1—Delete:

. The PREMIER: The Council has insisted
upon its amendments to the Bill, and there
areg some provisions in the measure that I
desire to retain. 1 move—

That the amendment be no longer disagreed
to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment no longer disagreed to.

No. 3. Clavse 4, Subelanse 3—Delete.
“No. 4. Clause 5—Delete.

No. 6. Clause 7—Delete.

On motions by the Premier, the foregoing
amendments no longer disagreed to.
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Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message aceordingly returned to the
Couneil.

Sitting suspended from 9.42 to 11.45 p.m,

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council’s Amendments,

Bill retwmrned from the Couneil with &
schedule of four amendments, now con-
sidered.

In Committee.

Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 4, line 7—Strike out “five”
and inscrt “ten.”

The PREMIER : This clause provides for
the reclassification of the service at least
once in every five years, and the period has
been altered by another place from five to
ten, This means that a reclassification would
take place every ten years. That is an ex-
tremely long time, mnore especially when we
remember 1hat the awards of the Arbitration
Court are nsually made for a period of 12
months, and never for any longer than three
years, Under the Bill, if the Commissioner
desires, the reclassification can take place
every vear, but there is no protection for the
service if the Commissioner does not so de-
gire, I think the proposal of another place
is ridievlous. Really the stupidity of some
men is unfathomable. A reclassification need
not necessarily mean the granting of in-
ereases; there may be reductions. If there
should be a downward tendency of wages
and salaries the Public Service would have
to come into line. Surely we are going too
far in saying that no matter what may be
the view of the Commissioner or the Govern-
ment there shall be a reclassification once
in every ten vears. lt is mere ohstinaney on
the part of members of another place. T
move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Counecil’s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 7—Delete.

The PREMIER: This is the most remark-
ahte nmendment that has ever emanated
from another place. It is unbelievable that
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such  stupidity could obtain anywhere
amongst any elass of men. It is the most
ridieulously stupid proposal 1 have ever
heard of. The clause provides that the
Commissioner may fix the rate of salary to
be paid to an officer occupying any particu-
lar office, and that shail be the salary pay-
able to the officer while be holds such office
untilt the Commissioner otherwise diveets,
That bhas been struck out becaunse another
place, or a majority of mewbers there, be-
lieve that the salary should e fixel by the
Rovernor. That was the position unatil 1920,
The reagon why the ¢lauze has been struck
it 1= that in the Pub' . Service Act of
1920 the position was there changed, and
the power to classify the Public Scrvice was
conferred upon the PPublic Serviece Com-
missioner. If we turn to Section 12 of the
Public Service Appeal Board Act, 1920, we
find the power there set out. Tt says:

Notwithstanding any provision of the Public
Service Act, 1904, to the contrary, the elassifi-
cation of offices and officers under the Publie
Service Act, 1904, and the fixing of the sal-
aries of officers, inclusive of officers in the
administration division, shall be vested, and as
from the 30th June, 1920, shall be deemed to
have heen vested in the Public Service Com-
migsioner acting alone or in eonjunetion with
assistant commigsioners, subjeet to am appeal
to the Board under this Act.

We are striking out Section 20 simply be-
cause of the seetion I have just read, where
the authority is conferred upon the Commis-
sioner to classify the service and fix the
rates. As we are amending the Act we want
to do the thing properly by repealing sec-
tions that have been inoperative, The amend-
ment would have been brought in earvlier if
there had been an amendment to the Appeal
Board Act. We are merely repealing a
section that has been set aside by another
Act. I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELIL: Tt should
be horne in mind that the emplover has some
say, at all events to the extent of not
going on with the job, of refusing to find
the money. On these questions the State itself
is never heard. I doubt whether the matter
wons properly explained to another place.

The Premier: I am given to understand
that it was explained seven times.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELI:: Perhaps
the fault lay with the man who made the
explanation.

Question put and passed; the Councils
amendment not agreed to.
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No. 3.—Clause 13. Delete.

The PREMIER : This amendment is simi-
lur in character to the last. Under Section
37 the Governor may, after obtaining a re-
pott from the permanent head, create a new
office in any division, or abolish any office
in any department, and also raise or lower
the grade of any oflicer. The Bill repeals
the latter provision, berause since 1920 the
Governor does none of these things. In
fact, paragraph {c¢) has been a dead letter
ever since 1920. Hon. members of another
place say, “No; the Governor should have
the right to raise or lower the prade of any
officer.” The amendment is too utterly
stupid. Perhaps the explanation of it is
what we have read in the Press concerning
rush legislation. 1 move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The Gov-
ernment ought not to shirk responsibility.
However, the function in question having
heen transferred to the Commissioner and
the Appeal Board, this provision had beiter
go.

Question put and passed;
amendment not agreed to.

Amendment 4.—Clause 15. Delete,

The PREMIER: This is a similar thing.
T move—

the Council’s

That the nmendment he not agreed to.

Question pnt and passed; ithe Council's

amendment not agreed to.

Resoluitons reported and the reporl
adopted, sad o commnittee consisting of the
Pramier, Mr. Mann and Jr. Marshall drew
up reasons for disagreeing,

Reasons adopted aid a messnge aceord
inzly returned to the Council.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED FROM
COUNCIL.

1, Appropriation,
2, Fremantle City Council Lands.
Without amendment,

Sitting suspended from 12,16 1o 130 om

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE (No. 2).
Council’s Amendment.

Bill returned from the Council with a
amendment, new considered.
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In Commitiee.

Mr. Lambert in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 6.—Delete:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
amendment strikes out the clause which pro-
vides for the closing of portion of Dyer
Street, alsv Marquis Street, and the whole
of Prinee, Elm, Oak and Dudley Streets, All
this area was resumed nnder the Public
Works Act, 1902, and a doubt is now raised
as to whether there is power to close streets
in any municipality except for railway pur-
poses, and that doubt having beenr raised
it has been deemed advisable to provide
for the closing of streets of this character.
Except that it may be a desire for mis-
chief, T cannot see any veason for the
amendment. Therefore, I move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. DAVY: 1 know sometbing of the
area in question; I freguently drive along
the streets it is proposed to eclose. One of
these streets runs on the western side of
the markets, and it is an important one
from the point of view of access to the
subway which links np with Charles Street.
If that street is closed the only access to
the subway will be by deviations alongside
Delhi Square, and taking sharp turns to
the left. The subway is & very important
thoroughfare.

The Premier: Was that the road that
was generally used in pre-market days?

Mr, DAVY: No, the road that was mostly
used was Marquis Street and that has been
closed for some time. For a while chains
were put across the road leading to the
subway, but latterly they have been removed
as & result of a conferenee between the City
Couneil and the Market Trust. Possibly an
agreement will be arrived at whereby the
road will be rededicated to the publie, and
the trust will be responsible for the con-
struction and maintenance of one half and
the council for the construction and main-
tenance of the other half. I think the dif-
fieulty can be overcome by the insertion of
s clause to the effect that the Bill shall
not come into operation until proclaimed by
the Governor. The Government can under-
take not to proeclaim the Bill until such time
as an arrangement has been definitely ar-
rived at between the City Council and the
Markets Trust; then the whole difficulty will
have disappeared. It wounld be a pity of
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the c¢lause were struek out.
what I ought to do.

The Minister for Lands: You eannot do
anything here.

Mr. DAVY: We can disagree with the
amendment and send back the Bill,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
thoroughfare that leads to the subway is
not straight, and never was straight, and
therefore is not affected by the Bill, It is
the private property of the Market Trust.

Mr. Davy: It should cease to be private
property before we pass the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
not affected by this measure,

Mr. Davy: If we carry this measure there
will not be reasonable access to the sub-
way.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
thoroughfnre now nsed is the property of the
Metropolitan Markets. The Market Trust
maintain the street; they have provided a
fine street from private property. Whether
or not it is retained, it will make no im-
provement. I think we ought to send this
back to another place. I move—

I do not know

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. DAVY: 1 think the Minister has
made out a ease in favour of the attitude
of the Couneil. I had imagined that this
bread thoroughfare, this private road lead-
ing down to the subway—

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I eznnot allow
a discussion on a private road owned by the
Market Trust.

Mr. DAVY: But it is highly relevant to
the clause, indeed it is the whole of the
argument, which is whether or not the ac-
cess to the subway shall be cut off. It is
suggested that if the clause is allowed t{o
remain, proper access to the subway will
be gone, and there will be no legal means
of approaching it. This splendid hroad-
way, which the Minister for Lands has told
us is private property, is the natural ae-
cess to the snbway.

Mr. Withers: What is the volume of traf-
fic to the sobway.

Mr. DAVY: It is alveady far greater
than i= safe. The proposal in the Bill is
that all the roads to the subway shall be
closed by Aet of Parliament. The only ob-
jeetion raised is that, before they are closed,
we ought to be satisfied that there is an
adequate alternative approach to the sub-
way. 1 understand the objection raised in
another place was that until an agreement
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is reached between the City Council and the
Market Trust to make available this broad
private read as an approach to thal sub-
way, the clause should not he put into law.
Apparently all this House can do is to re-
ject the amencdment and perhaps go to a
conference over it. I hope that until a de-
finite agreement hetween the City Council
and the Market Trust is arrived at, we shall
not elose these roads.

Question put and passed, the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopred,
and a commiltee consisting of the Minister
for Lands, Mr. Davy and Mr. Panton ap-
pointed to draw up reasons for disagreeing
to the amendment.

Reasons adopted and & message accord-
ingly returned to the Counecil

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council’'s Message.

Message from the Counecil received and
read notilving that it did not insist on its
amendments Nos. 1, 3 and 4, disagreed to
by the Assembly but insisted on amendment
No. 2.

In Commitiee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

No. 2. Clause 7.—Strike out the clause:

The PREMIER: The amendment deals
with the Commissioner fixing the salaries,
etc., of the Public Service. This is covered
by the power given to the Public Serviee
Commissioner under Section 12 of the Pub-
lic Service Appeal Board Act. It is entirely
and absolutely unnecessary, but the joke is
that the Council have waived the other three
amendments, which are precisely similar to
the one they have insisted on.

The Minister for Mines: That shows their
mentality all right.

Mr. Teesdale: They have been kept work-
ing too late to-night.

The PREMIER : The President explained
the reason for it the other day. It is so
niterly silly that it is not worth arguing
gbout. Even stupid men must bave their
way. I move—

That the amendment be no longer disagreed
to.
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Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned ito the
Couneil.

BILL—EDUCATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

All Stages.

Received from the Council and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. Millington—Leederville} [1.59] in
moving the second reading said: Section 28
of the Education Act empowers the Minister
to make regulations for the reclassification
of teachers, their salaries and allowaneces,
but there is nothing to indicate the greatest
interval that may elapse between one classi-
fication and another. The first systematie
clagsification of teachers was made in 1907.
There was another in 1913, another in 1920,
and the last one was in 1926. The periods
were really 6 years apart, but the one during
the war lasted for seven years. It is now
proposed to make it mandatory for the clas-
sification to take place at least once in 5
yvears. This will bring the system into eon-
formity with the measure we have just
passed to amend the Publié Service Act.
[t is a fair period to allow. There is nothing
in the Act to compel the Minister to grant
a classification for any given period. This
amendment will, therefore, reduce the matter
to some order, and bring it into line with
the classification period in the Public Ser-
vice Act. Section 2 of the Act of 1928
says that regulations for classification of
the teaching staff of the department and
the fixing of the salaries and other re-

- muneration to be paid to teachers shall be

made snbject to the provisions of the Publie
Service Aet, 1920. To this will be added
the words of the clause of the Bill, saying
that there shall be a classification of
teachers, their salaries and allowances as
provided for under paragraph (e), Sub-
elanse 1, of this clause, once at least in five
years. Paragraph (e) takes power for the
classification of teachers, their salaries and
allowances. The provision is a simple one.
Tt clearly enacts that there chall be a period
of five years between each eclassifieation.
Considerable economic changes may ocenr
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in five years, so that this is o fair period,
In Arbitration awards, some are for 12
months, and the maximum period is three
years. The period asked for in the case of
the teachers is, therefore, ressonable, and
will establish some order in their elassifiea-
tion. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.

HON. S1R JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [2.3 aon.]: I ean offer no objection
to the Bill. Indeed, 1 agvee that the period
allowed is reasonable. With an ever inereas-
ing tariff, and the prices of essential com-
todities going up all the while. we find a
variation in the cost of living almost from
day to day. We have {0 meet the altered
circumstances. I hope the cost of living will
be on the down grade before long, for the
present farifi does render it diffienlt for the
people on small saiaries fo make ends meet.
I hope the classification in the case of the
teachers will mean something for them, and
that they will not lose by it. In the past
the clussifietions have been favourable tu
them, although they may not have gained
very much advantage from them. Wages
and salaries mnst increase when by artificial
wmeans the cost of living goes higher and
ever higher. T smpport the Bill,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a vecond time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill pussed through Committee without
debate, reported without. amendmnent, und the
report adopted.

Read o third time, and passed.

BILL—LAND AGENTS.
Couneils Message—Request for Conference

Meassage from the Council notifying that
it did not insist on its amendments Nos. 7,
8 and 10 disagreed to by the Assembly, had
agreed to the amendment mnade by the As-
sembly to anendinent No. 12 of the Coun-
cil, and had insisted on its ainendments Nos.
D and 11, to which the Assembly had dis-
agreed, and had disagreed to the amendment
made by the Assembly to the Couneil's
amendment No. 3, now considered,
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THE MINISTER TOR JUSTICE (Hon.
J. C. Willeock—Geraldton) [2.10 am.}: I
nve-—

That a conference he requested with the
Legislative Couneil and that at such confer-

cnee the managers to represent the Assembly
be Mr. Mann, Hon. 8. W, Munsie and the

mover,
Question put and passed; and o Message
aceordingly returned to the Couneil.

Council's further Message.

Me~age from the Council received and
read, potifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly’s request for a conference and had
appointed the Hon. A. Lovekin, Hou. E. H.
Gray. and Hon, W. H. Kitson as manageys;
the President’s reom as the place.. and the
time forthwith.

Sitting suspended from 2.15 to 4.8 a.m.

Conference Manugers’ Report.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
to report that the eonference met and failed
to agree.

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE (No. 2).
Council’s Request for Conference.

Messuge from the Council received and
read, requesting a conference on the amend-
ment disapreed to by the Assembly, and
notifying that should a conference be agreed
to, the Counei! would he represented by the
Hon, W. H. Kitson, Hon. E. H. Gray, and
Hon. A Lovekin,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—

That s conference be agreed to, that Mr,
vy, Mr. Kenneally and the mover be the
managers, and that the conference be held in
the Speaker’s room forthwith.

Sitting suspended from 4,12 to 5.27 am.

Conterenee Managers’ Report.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
to report that the managers recommend that
Clause (i stand with the addition of the fol-
lowing proviso: “Provided the section shall
not come Into operation until proelaimed.”
The managers eame to this conclusion on the
assurance of the Minister for Lands that the
section would not be proclaimed until an
agreement hetween the Perth City Council
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and the Metropoiitan Market Trust for
proper access to the sub-way had been
completed.

The Premier: That is legislation!

Report adopted, and a message aceord-
ingly returned to the Coumeil.

Council’s Further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read, notifying that it had adopted the re-
port of the conference managers.

CLOSE OF SESSION.
Complimentary Remarks.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Boul-
der) [5.34 am.]: The lights have just gone
out, and the time is opportune, secing that
the light of the session has almost gone out
and the light of the thirteenth Parliament
has almost gone out, that we should conclude
our proceedings. I hope no member will
have any misgivings as to the future becanse
of the faet that the thirteenth Parliament of
the State has come to a eonclusion on the
thirteenth day of the month.

Mr. Panton: Why remind us of it?

Mr, Davy: And a Friday too!

The PREMIER: If anyihing else were
wanted—on a Friday! The fact is some-
thing fo be pondered by people whose
thoughts run on those lines. However, Mr.
Speaker, I desire, before we part, to express
to yourzelf our thanks for the kindly man-
ner in which you have presided over our
deliberations during the past three years—
indeed, the past six years. FEvery member
of the House is indebted to you for guid-
ance, avd for the manner in which the pro-
ceedings have been condueted. To yourself,
Sir, I wish a very happy and enjoysble
festive ceason. For the Chairman of Com-
mittees, who unfortunately has been ill for
some tisne, we all entertain the same feelings;
and every vne of us hopes that Mr. Lutey’s
health will be restored in the near future, so
that be may resumc his place amongst us.
To the Deputy Chairmen of Committees I
also wish to convey thanks for the manner
in which they have assisted in the conduct
of business. Further, I am sure I express
the feeling of every member of this Cham-
ber when I say that we are greatly indebted
to the Clerk and the Clerk Assistant for im-
portant help they Lave rendered to us dur-
ing 4he past session. The Clerk, Mr. Grant,
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bas bee consistently fortunate in having a
seat on the Government side of the House
for a great number of years. Only once has
he changed seats during his long association
with the Chamber—over 25 years. Unlike
most members, he has never changed back
pgain. One wonders whether any transfer
will tuke place in the future; but, whatever
may happen, I am absolutely convinsed that
the Clerk has made up his mind to continue
to support the Government, We wish the
clerks also a very happy and enjoyable
Christmas. I would like to say how much
I feel that every member of the Opposition,
of the Country Party, and on the Govern-
ment side has contributed, not only during
the present session but during the whole life
of this Parliament, to the amicable manner’
in which business has been carried on. What-
ever fates may be in store for us all—we
have to embark upon the uncertain sea of a
general eleetion—I am sure each of ns feels
that friendly velations arc established be-
tween all members of this Chamber. On many
previous oecasions similar to this I have felt
that one of the sides of publie life which are
least to be appreciated is that sometimes
gencral clections sever political relations
which have been formed here. At the last
general election, undoubtedly, we were most
fortunate in that respect. Still, one never
knows, and we may experience the good for-
tune of all members coming back to.'this
Chamber, so that no politieal friendship es-
tablished during this and preceding Parlia-
ments may be broken. It is, of conrse, pos-
sible that none of us may come back; and in
that event, T imagine, the Clerk will have
burnt those Standing Orders and prepared
& new set of his own to break in new mem-
bers to his liking. T do desire to express to
all members nf the House my gratitnde for
the assictance given to the Government dur-
ing the session. I wish also to mention the
members of the “Hangard” staff, who during
many weary hours have recorded speeches
which, i fear, have not always been interest-
ing to 1ake down. Finally, I desire ¢to eon-
vey my best respects and warmest rexards
to the Leader of the Opposition for his un-
varying co-operation in the conduct of busi-
ness; and to members I wish a very happy
Christmas and a most enjoyable New Year.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELIL (Nor-
tham) [5.42 a.m.]: I desire, Mr. Speaker, to
support everything the Premier has said.
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You, Sir, have been most considerute to us
all ever sinee you have oceupied the Chair,
and we have to thank you for n great
deal of the comfort we have experienced
in the transaction of business in this Cham-
ber. I entirely agree with all that the Pre-
mier has said about the clerks. I trust that
Mr. Grant will not have to make a changy
after the coming election, and that he will
not have 50 new members to deal with. If
they happen to be all ladies, I do not know
what will oecur; but 1 am sure Mr. Grant
would be a very happy man. To the “Han-
sard” staff also I have to express my appre-
ciation of their work. Like the Premier, 1
hope that members have done their duty by
the House. Sometimes there was a feeling
on this side that the Government might have
allowed us fo assist eves a little more in
the work of legislation; but perbaps that is
too much to expect. There will be some
changes in the personnel of the Chamber.
I regret to say that Mr. George will never
come back here. Two other members have
gone. In that respect this Parliament has
been disastrous. It is strange that this
should be the 13th Parliament and the 13th
day of the month, and moreover, as M.
Davy has pointed out, & Friday. Thirteen
is my lucky number, and Friday my lucky
day. I shall be very sorry indeed to see
any one of us lose his seat in this Chamber.
I anotice that men who do lose their seats
seem, after a bit, rather superior when one
meets them outside. [ notice also that ex-
members never c¢ome here and take a seat
in the gallery. Some of us may fall—I
hope not too many, just a few. Some of us
have been here for a very long time, and,
as the Premier said, we have made friend-
ships that will remain even after we cease
to be members of Parliament. You, Mr.
Spaaker, the Minister for Lands and the
Hon. G. Taylor, and a perhaps a few others,
were old members when I entered the House
first, and you and they are still here. I
hops, by the way, tkat the Chairman of
Committees will come hack to us renewed
in health and vigour.

Menihers: Hear, hear!

Mrv. Davy: Not as Chairman of Commit-
tecs!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
might even make him Chairman of Com-
mittees.

BMr. Davy: That would be a good scheme.

Houn, Fir JAMES MITCHELL: The re-
lutionship between members of Parliament
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during the last 10 years, and eerfainly dwr-
ing the life of this Parliament, has beun
pleasant and I hope we have endeavourel
to do our duty by the country. T trust
that the conduei of the Homse has heen
all that our clectors would desire it to b-.
We have pot had any real sceme n this
House duiing the last decade. In faet, |
am af:aid some people think we are rather
dell. At one time they were acenstomed
to look in the newspapers each day to read
about the brushes and angry passages he-
tween members. Those days are gone, thank
God, and we approach the business of the
ecountry as seriously-minded men ought to.
I think the people of this State bave some-
thing to be graieful for. That change has
heen most apparent during the last 10 years,
and may it eontinue always in the Parlia-
ment of Western Aunstralia. I wish yon,
Mr. Speaker, the several Chairmen of Com-
mittees, the officers of the House and the
“Hansard” staff, a merry Christmas and a
happy New Year. 1 trust that the members
of the Government will bave a happy and
comfortable time. T nust not forget that
we have one lady member, Miss Holman,
and I wish her, too, an especially good time.

MR. GRIFFITHS (Aven) [547 am.]:
On behalf of the Country Partv. I would
like to add a few words to the sentiments
expressed by the Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition. The officers of the Honge,
from the Clerks down to the general staff,
consider no trouble too great to assist hoth
new and old memhers, but particularly the
new memhers., They spare no pains in their
endeavours to enable them to secure a grip
of the affairs of the House. Many of us
are deeply indebted to the “Hansard” staft
who, I am afraid, often have some difficulty
in putting our words into acceptable phrase-
ology. 1 wish to thank youn, 8ir, for the
courtesy you have at all times displayed to-
wards the members of our party. We are
glad to note thal you are now something
like your old self, and that your health bas
been completely restored to you. I hope
you will have 2 merry Christmaz and T ex-
tend the same good wishes to the Premier
and the Leader of the Opposition, as well
as to all the others who have heen mentioned
during the speeches, I will say one or two
words with regard to the session. It has
heen a qniet one, and I do not know of
anything ouatstanding that has been dealt
with. I think we must have created a record
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regarding the bimbér of Bills that have
heen presented hut dropped. 1 understand
that 15 Bills bhave been deall with in that
way. 1 had lboped that amongst the Bills
introduced would have been one that
was half promised in order thal we mighy
deal with hire purehase agreements. I know
of one instance in which a car has been re-
possessed seven times in Perth. I mention
that Eact in the hope thal when Sir James
Mitehell retarns to this Houge after the
elections, and takes charge as Premier next
session, something will he done to deal with
this matter,

Memhers: And whul aboul the Yarramony
raitway ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Perhaps I shall be
able to get him to do sewething in that
direction as well. I hope that not toe many
members will fall by the way at the elec-
tions because, as the Leader of the Oppo-
gition has stated, there s o certnin feeling
of friendship that exists between us quite
irvespective of party considerations. We
will regret keenly the absence of many
should they not be retwrned, and, in the
meantime, I wish all o merry Christmas and
a happy New Year.

THE SPEAKER [5.50 a.m.]: I sincerely
thank the Premier, the Leader of the Oppe-
sition and Mr, Griffiths for what they have
said, and for their cxpressions of good
wishes to me, the officers of the House, the
staff, “Hansard,” and to all those who in
any way have heen contributory to the sue-
cess or, shall 1 say, to the harmonious worlk-
ing of Lhe session now concluded, and, in-
deed, throughout the life of this thirteenth
Parliament. I appreciatc what has been
suid regarding vur relations in our parlia-
mentary life, and while we like to know
from ovur opponents, when they sit on the
opposite side of the House, just what they
think of us, 1 have always been under the
impression that there is 8 more true ring
of genuine sentiment in what is said spon-
taneously when, as il were, shaking hands
ut parting, perhaps not to meet again in the
siune sphere, than there 1s in the expression
of political party utterances during the year.
I'ersonally, I could almest iinagine oceasion-
ally fhere werve no parties in the House, bug
simply persounal crities of each other, so har-
mouiously has the work of the session been
carried out. It is the strongest ineentive to
the natural pride one feels in my position
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as Speaker, to be able to say I thiok, con
seientiously and without exaggeration, tha
this Parlinment has been an example-of, o
al least Lrue Lo, the besl traditions of Rritis
government, snd that members have ex
ibited a most kindly and respectful attitud
toward the rules of the House and the dutie
they have to perform. 10 has heen a plea
sure in a sense, although at times it mna;
have been somewhat tedious, to preside i
this Chamber, knowing that every membe
on either side of the House was as anxiou
tu secure the orderly and smooth working
of Jaw-making in this Chamber, as eithe
the oflicers or the Speaker eould posasibl;
be. | do uot know about the combinatiol
of the 13th day of the month, the 13l
Parliament and the fact thal we are con
cluding our labowrs on a Friday, but

appreciate that this may be the last speec
1 shall make lvom this dois. But whethe
or not, T have filled my memovy and th
emotional chambers of wy heing with

kindly sentiment of deep-rooted friendshi
for members I have met almost daily &
this Chamber. I hope we shall all mee
again, though T know, in saying that, T ex
press a wish for what is impossible. By th
ordinary law of events, there are surc to b
some chairs filled by new entrants. Eve
if. the chairs are all filled, T myself may na
he either in my present position or amongs:
you on the floor of the House, which to m
at times, with my temperament and dispos:
lion, seems almost more desirable, but thi
1 do know that so long as I live, 1 sha
not forget the faces, the smiles, the hané
shakes, the kindly wishes and cordial e
pregsions of goodwill of all 1 have met dwn
g the long years of my connection wil
the Parlinment of Western Australia. W
can all hope the best for cach of us. 1 d
that, and I sincerely wish that everyonc o
you may be surrounded, as it werg, wil
the atmosphere of Christmas Lestivity an
that from your hearts may shine kindlines
and good spirits towards your brethren, fo
that helps the world to advance, and to Ix
come more and more hrotherly in our veen
tions and, in cvery sense of the word, help
ful to each other as time goes on. May yo
all enjoy the festivities that are approach
ing, you and your families. T desire at Ll
stagre, and before you, to express my thank
te the Clerk, to the Chairmen of Cou:
mittees, cach one of whom has tried to wak
my lot ag easy and as pleasant as he coulc
To the Press, nnd particularly to “Han
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sard,” I wish to add my tribute of gratitude ADJOURNMENT.
inr their serviees and also to the officers :
-onnected with this institution. They have Hotll:ﬁfr) IE?E;?IE? m‘gffeo_r_\: P. Coliier—

il endeavoured to make this law-making 'l e H it risi . .
nuchine of ours tunction without fristion. ““mf,l:'l:l;r;"f;agt its rising adjourn till the
J: X .

[ wish them also an exceedingly happy

Christmas. T will resume my seat saying o Question put and passed,
temporary good-bye, and with the hope that
we ghall all meet again at no distant date. House wdgourned at 6 aan. (Friday).

By Proclamation published in the Government Gazefte on the 10th Jannary,
1930, Parliament was prorogued to the 20th February, 1030. By further Pro-
clamation published in the Government Gazette on the 31st January, the Legislative
Assemhly was dissolved as from and after the 31st Junuary, 1930.

By Authority: Jony Ler, Acting Guverawent Printer, Verth.



